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GERALDTON PORT UPGRADE, LEAKING BUND 

147. Hon Dee Margetts to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

With regard to the Geraldton Port Upgrade - 

(1) Could the Minister advise whether there has been an incident involving the split of the plastic liner on 
the bund built to hold sludge from the harbour? 

(2) If so, what are the details? 

(3) Is the bund still leaking? 

(4) What are the implications for management of the surrounding area? 

(5) What is the Government doing to ensure it does not happen again? 

Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD replied: 

(1) Yes 

(2) Prior to the major dredging associated with the Geraldton Port Enhancement Project, spilt mineral ore 
from the basin of the Geraldton harbour is being pumped by dredge from the basin floor into a bunded 
area bounded by rock seawalls. This ore spill remediation program has been approved by the 
Department of Environmental Protection, because the mineral ore is currently uncontained within the 
harbour basin. 

Within the bunded area, the rock seawall is covered by a lining made up of a plastic sheet, which sits on 
top of a geo-textile fabric membrane. By about Monday 23 September, based on the current program, 
sufficient material will have been pumped into the bunded area at all locations for the weight of the 
dredged material to hold the lining flush against the wall. 

In the initial stages of the dredging, there have been occasions where, due to storm damage, the plastic 
sheet component of the lining on the landward side of the seawall has split. Several inspections are 
carried out each day, and all openings in the plastic liner have been repaired promptly as soon as 
weather conditions have permitted. The geotextile membrane has remained intact at all times. 

As at 12 September 2002, one area of plastic lining on the eastern wall is under repair. Pumping of 
material is not occurring at that location. This storm damage to the liner is above sea level except at the 
high tide. The material being pumped into the bunded area is not raising the water level within that area 
above the prevailing tide. No plume of leaked dredge material is evident from this location even at high 
tide. 

(3) No. There is no evidence that the bund is leaking. Frequent water quality sampling is occurring, over 
and above normal port monitoring, and all results indicate that the ore spill remediation program is 
having no effect on surrounding waterways. 

(4) There are no implications for the management of the surrounding areas. In fact the material does and 
historically has presented a significantly greater risk to the surroundings whilst uncontained within the 
harbour basin as opposed to encapsulated within the bunded reclamation. Hence the reason for these 
works. 

(5) The period in which the lining will continue to be vulnerable to potential perforation is limited. 
Geraldton Port Authority is undertaking continual monitoring of the bunded area and the Department of 
Environment and Water Catchment Protection is also providing regular review and inspection of both 
the site and the sampling results, so that any future performations during this period can be identified 
and promptly repaired.  

 


